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Hezekiah and Charity Mills of Westport, Connecticut 
John A. Drobnicki 
 
Hezekiah Mills (Daniel4, William3, John2-1) was born in Westport, on Nov. 7, 1792, and 
was baptized on May 15, 1794, the youngest of nine children of Daniel Mills and Abigail 
Roberts.1  Charity Mills (John5, Ebenezer4, Robert3, John2-1) was baptized on June 23, 1793 in 
Green’s Farms, the third of eleven children of John Mills and Eunice Frasier.2  Hezekiah and 
Charity – this author’s great-great-great-great grandparents – were married on Jan. 22, 1810, in 
Westport, by David Judah, a justice of the peace.3  They were second cousins once-removed, 
since Hezekiah’s grandfather (William) was the younger brother of Charity’s great-grandfather 
(Robert), making them both descendents of John Mills1 of Stamford. 
 
Although Hezekiah’s father Daniel had once had Loyalist sympathies,4 Hezekiah enlisted 
in Nov. 1814 for service during the War of 1812 and was a Private in Lt. John W. Hanford’s 
Company of Infantry, 4th Regiment, Burr’s Connecticut Militia.  He served as a Shore Guard at 
Black Rock in Fairfield, and was present during an attack by a British ship upon Capt. Hart’s 
schooner, during which the British were repulsed.  He was discharged on Mar. 5, 1815.5  At 
some point, he received land warrants of 40 acres and 120 acres for his service.6  No occupation 
was listed for Hezekiah Mills on the 1850 Census, but both the 1860 and 1870 Censuses listed 
him as a blacksmith in Westport. 
 
On Mar. 15, 1871, 78-year-old Hezekiah Mills applied for a War of 1812 pension under a 
law that had been passed one month earlier, and his application was approved for $8 per month.7  
He died on Nov. 30, 1875 at age 83 in Westport.8  Six months later, Charity Mills applied for a 
War of 1812 widow’s pension, and was also granted $8 per month.9  She died in Westport on 
Jan. 6, 1884 of old age.10  For their children and further generations, see Helen Schatvet 
Ullmann’s book, Descendants of John Mills of Stamford, Connecticut.  Please, no “kissing 
cousin” jokes. 
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